108                              GLYCERINS
casings. Temperatures under GO0 C. even of pro-
longed duration have no detrimental effect on dyna-
mite. It can, therefore, be exposed to the boat ol'
the sun without risk of injury.
On coming into contact with the mucous mem-
brane of the nose or the mouth dynamite can cause
very violent headache; precautions should therefore
be taken against such direct contact which is all the
more easy as the dynamite is supplied packed up in
cartridges.
Through violent concussion between hard bodies,
dynamite will explode; on the other hand even violent
blows of wood against any substratum will not cause,
it to explode. If dynamite is placed on an anvil only
the most powerful hammer blows will, cause the ex-
plosion of the parts directly in contact with it. In
general, therefore, dynamite is a harmless substance
to manipulate. However, its slightly dormant,
highly explosive power should constantly be borno in
mind, and the greatest care should always be ex-
ercised when handling it.
A well-known peculiarity of dynamite is that
preferably it only exercises its tremendous power on
the nearest surroundings, namely, a solid substratum.
An example of this is given at the Bammelsbergor
Mining Works in connection with the advantageous
breaking up of the blocks of iron, pyrites resulting
from the blasting operations. A dynamite cartridge
is placed upon the upper surface of such a block of
ore, thickly covered with damp clay, and then ignited.
The downward pressing force of the exploding dyna-